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In the Global Economy
Consumers do not know the history of products they use.

• Where, exactly, did they come from? 

• Who produced them? 

• What toxins were used in their production? 

• What were the human and ecological costs of 
producing them and then of disposing of them?

„An unrestrained taking of profits forcing the 
disintegration of nations: communities, 
households, landscapes, and ecosystems.‟

–Wendell Berry



Local Economies

• Preserve the livelihoods of local families 

and communities. 

• Give consumers influence over the kind 

and quality of their life, helps preserve 

land and enhances the local landscapes. 



The Idea of a Local Economy
In a local economy neighbors provide for 

one another.  They cherish and protect 

what they have in common.’

" Small enough to know you, large enough to serve you." Frank Kilroy



Shifting Economic Paradigms

Conventional Model

• Innovative

• Competitive

• Efficient

Engages in activity that is 

deemed valuable by other 

people - a “winner take all” 

attitude and a “culture of

desire.” 

Emerging Bioregional Model

• Secure

• Accessible

• Fair

• Ecological

Works to assist and unite, the 

work of others for a 

collaborative, harmonious, and 

self-reliant future. 



Think Globally. 

Act Locally.

A vibrant and the sustainable 

economy and the sovereignty of 

a region  remains dependent 

upon its ability to maintain a 

vibrant local economy that can 

feed itself, support local 

business, protect its environment 

and provide a „good life‟ for 

future generations.



Our current food system, is not sustainable.

Prince Edward Island
Growing the Island Way

The Next Chapter for the Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Economy of Prince Edward Island

Commission on the Future of Agriculture

• “Farmers are fighting a losing battle of mere economic 

survival. The industry cannot thrive by competing in 

globalized, efficiency driven commodity markets where 

the largest scale, lowest operating cost, and least regulated 

operations win the day.”

• “The commodity system has created a “vicious circle” in 

PEI, where ever-declining profit margins have forced 

farmers to consolidate and intensify their operations, 

resulting in negative environmental impacts that lose 

farmers the respect of the community and, in turn, costs 

them their own self-respect.”



I.C.E. Corps. have taken control of our food system.

Cargill, Archer Daniels Midland (ADM), and Conagra control 

80% of pork and beef production, and  the most the world's grain .

Monsanto, owns patents to 93% of the world’s 

soybean crop and 80 percent of corn.

Three companies, Bayer, Syngenta, and BASF control 

about half of the global agrochemical market.



Localizing the Economy is S.A.F.E.

It is about the intangible qualities of trust, security, 

fairness, ecological sustainability and friendship.



A bioregional, S.A.F.E., economy is not exclusively 

a geographically ‘local’ economy.

It serves the bio-region first; 

creating self-reliance and then 

exports surplus.

It is about collaborating with partners rather than 

competing with rivals.



Ten Best Green Jobs for the Next Decade 

#1 Farmers-There is a huge need for more farmers 

Up to tens of millions of them. 

Related careers: Urban Gardener; Farmers Market and 

CSA Coordinator; Artisanal Cheese Makers; and other 

food producers. 

• The rest of the list: Forester, Solar Power Installer, Energy Efficiency Builder, 

Wind Turbine Fabricator, Conservation Biologist, Green MBA and Entrepreneur, 

Recycler, Sustainability Systems Developer, Urban Planner

See: www.fastcompany.com/articles/2009/01/best-green-jobs.html
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Dollars spent with large corporations almost immediately leave the 

community.  Dollars spent on local food products circulate within the 

community 8 to 15 times, drastically improving the value of your 

purchase.  (BALLE, 2009)

Shifting to a more local economy 

creates jobs and increased output, 

earnings and business taxes. 

For example,

• A 20% shift to local foods in Detroit resulted in 35,822 jobs and $3.4 billion in 
increased output, $900 million in increased earnings,  and $155 million in 
increased business taxes 

(Shuman, 2009).

• 20% shift of food dollars to local food in King County in Seattle, Washington 
would result in nearly $500 million annual income increase (Sontag, 2008).



Land Required for Food Sustainability for 

Prince Edward Island

Land required per person: 

1/4 hectares*

PEI Population: ~ 136,000

Total land required: 34,000 hectares*

Current Production: 171,295 hectares**

*    Source: Health Canada – Adapted from Nova Scotia Land Review 

Committee; 2010

**   Source: Statistics Canada; 2006



In early 2009, 2000 Edmontonians, committed to 

shift 40% of their current food dollars to local food. 

The result was a shift of $2.3 million dollars 

annually to purchasing local foods. 

If 25% of residents responded similarly, this would 

mean over $330 million would be shifted to local 

foods. The multiplier effect would bring the economic impact to over 

$2 billion.

On Prince Edward Island, 

Population: 136,000

Approximately 45,333 households

Assume Weekly Food Expenditures = $130/home /wk ($5,893,290)

Annual Is. Food Expenditures: >$300 million/year

A 20% shift in local food purchases would infuse 

an additional $60 million into the local economy.  

The multiplier effect would bring the economic 

impact to over $ 500 million, annually.



Can local food jump-start the economy? December 9, 2009

“All locally owned businesses can help the economy grow. But food 
businesses are the gateway for many people to rethink their 
relationship with local stores. ……….. food is at the forefront of local 
businesses' driving of economic growth, providing a model for other 
kinds of entrepreneurs.”

Weaver Market. Carrboro, North Carolina 

12,000-members, includes three grocery stores, a 

commissary and an Italian restaurant, an affordable 

housing cooperative and a locally owned radio 

station. 

It donates more than $60,000 each year to local 

schools and other nonprofits.

http://www.weaverstreetmarket.coop/
http://www.weaverstreetmarket.coop/
http://www.zingermans.com/


Global Eco-village Network, 

Permaculture Villages,

Conservation Communities

Prairie Crossing ~ Portland Oregon,    Serenbe ~ Portland Oregon, 

O.U.R. Eco-village ~ Vancouver Island,  Crystal Waters ~ Brisbane, Australia



Ten Ingredients for a Healthy, Local Economy
1. Create a task force to coordinate local markets,

2. Pool resources to achieve economies of scale,

3. Build food, energy, clothing, shelter hubs throughout the region, and connect them,

4. Engage and educate the public,

5. Bring newcomers, retailers and trades people into the local movement,

6. Rebuild and re-vitalize rural areas by forming land coops, land trusts and 

eco-villages to help people regain access to land. 

7. Leverage the power of public sector procurement,

8. Protect farmland, and local businesses,

9. Rebuild the social safety net,

10. Build pride in our local economy -- and hold politicians accountable to it.

Prince Edward Island‟s economy will be sustainable 

when it is: Secure, Accessible, Fair, Ecological

www.ibspei.ca


